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PAPER 2                                                   

Essay  

This paper consists of three parts; A, B and C. Answer three questions in all; one question from Part A and all 

questions in Part B and Part C. Answer all the questions in your answer booklet. 

 

PART A 

 

ESSAY WRITING  

[30 marks] 

 

Answer one question only from this part. 

 

Your composition should be about 250 words long. 

 

Credit will be given for clarity of expression and orderly presentation of materials.  

 

1. Write a letter to your friend explaining your decision not to attend this year’s end of year get together of your 

school owing to the Coronavirus (COVID -19) pandemic. 

 

2. Write a story which ends, … “I should have expected it to end this way”. 

 

3. Write an article for publication in your school magazine describing the current health situation your country.  

 

 
 

PART B 

COMPREHENSION  

       [30 marks] 

4. Read the following passage carefully and answer all the questions which follows. 

More than six hundred children between the ages of six and sixteen are working as forced labour in various 

communities along the Volta Lake.  Most of the children have been sent there by parents or relatives who have been 

paid a fee for their services.  The fee is typically a small sum of money, a piece of cloth and a bottle of alcoholic 

drink. 

A visit to the fishing communities revealed the heart-breaking conditions of these children’s lives.  They 

are sent out on fishing trips twice a day.  The first trip often lasts from as early as 3am to 5:30 am. The second trip 

stretches from 5:30 pm in the evening till midnight.  At night, if they are lucky, they are allowed just three hours’ 

sleep.  During the day, they have to sit in the sun and mend nets.  This routine goes on every day without break. 

Although fishing can be dangerous, they are always forced to fish and out on the lake, they are left to look after 

themselves.  Many of them drown in stormy weather. 

 

1 hour 10 minutes  
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Most of the children do not have the chance to go to school.  Those who enrol themselves in local schools 

are paid less.  In an interview at Amankwatornu, a 12-year-old boy, who refused to identify himself for fear of 

being beaten, said he had been brought there by his parents several years previously to help an unknown “uncle” to 

fish.  He said in February that year, his parents had come there as usual to collect money from the “uncle”.  They 

had left quickly and he didn’t know where they were as at that time.  He was in class two.  When he went to school, 

he ate twice a day but he had three meals when he went fishing.  The boy said he liked going to school but hunger 

often forced him to go fishing instead.  That day, for example, he had been to school but he hadn’t eaten much so 

the following day, he would have to go fishing. 

There are other children who do not work for fishermen but look after cattle instead.  They drive cattle out 

to graze in the bush and most of them never go to school.  At the end of four years’ hard work, they are each given 

a calf.  The director of the Local Development Organization told us most of the children had been forbidden to 

speak to strangers, so it was very difficult to learn about their lives.  He described them as “children who live in 

fear; who have lost their rights as human beings”.  In other words, they are slaves. 

 

(a)   i. Why is it that most people do not know anything about the heart-breaking conditions of  

  these children? 

ii.  What meaning can you deduce from the boy’s use of the expression an “unknown” uncle? 

(b)   Apart from the fishing activity, what other work do the children do in the community? 

(c)   Give three reasons to justify why children living under such conditions can be described as slaves? 

(d)   i.  Who refused to identify himself for fear of being beaten?  

ii. On how many occasions are the children sent out on fishing 

(e)   Explain in your own words the following expressions as used in the passage: 

i.       they are usually forced;  

ii.  if they are lucky; 

iii. In other words; 

(f)   Replace each of the underlined words with other words or phrases which mean the same and can  

fit into the context. 

i. heart-breaking 

ii. stretches 

iii. look after 

iv. forbidden 

v. previously 
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PART C 

LITERATURE   

       [10 marks] 

 

Answer all the questions in this part.  

 

SACKEY J.A. and DARMANI L. (COMP): The Cockcrow  

 

5. Questions 5(a) to 5(c) are based on the abridged and simplified version of Charles Dickens' Oliver Twist. 

 

CHARLES DICKENS: Oliver Twist 

Speaker X: Going to London, then? 

Speaker Y: Yes  

Speaker X: Know where ya' all stay there? 

Speaker X: Got money? 

Speaker Y: No 

(a) The extract above is an example of a ...... 

(b) Who are these speakers in the extract? 

(c) The main theme of the story is …… 

 

 

Read the following extract carefully and answer Questions 5(d) and 5(e). 

ROBERT FROST: A Minor Bird 

I have wished a bird would fly away, 

And not sing by my house all day. 

(d) What is the rhyme scheme in the extract above? 

(e) How many stanzas are in the poem? 

 

Read the following extract carefully and answer Questions 5(f) and 5(g). 

AMA ATTA AIDOO: The Dilemma of a Ghost 

Speaker X: “But I am already married, Maami” 

Speaker Y: You are married? Married! Married!! 

(f) What is the predominant literary device in the extract?  

(g) The name of the "speaker X " is.......while "Speaker Y" is....... 
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Read the extract carefully and answer Questions 5(h) to 5(j). 

 

ERNEST HEMINGWAY: A day’s Wait 

“What’s the matter, Schatz? 

I’ve got a headache  

You better go back to bed  

No, I’m all right 

You go to bed. I’ll see you when I’m   dressed” 

(h) Why did the boy say, “No, I’m all right”? 

(i) Who said “what’s the matter, Schatz?” 

(j) The extract is a ….... 

 

 

 

END OF ESSAY TEST  
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DO NOT TURN OVER THIS PAGE UNTIL 

YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.  
 

 

YOU WILL BE PENALIZED SEVERELY IF YOU ARE 

FOUND LOOKING AT THE NEXT PAGE BEFORE YOU 

ARE TOLD TO DO SO.  
 

Paper 1 

OBJECTIVE TEST  

Answer all the questions on your Objective Test answer sheet.  

 

1. Use 2B pencil throughout. 

2. On the Objective Answer Sheet, write the following details all correctly; 

 Your surname followed by other names, Subject Name, your Index Number, Centre Number and Paper  

 Code. 

3. In the boxes marked Candidate Number, Centre Number and Paper Code, shade each of the numbers 

 correspondingly.   

4. An example is given below. This is for a candidate whose name is Farouq Sessah Mensah. 

 His index number is 0301019048 and he is writing the examination at Centre Number 30106. 

He is offering English Language 1 and the Paper Code is 0012. 
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CANDIDATE NAME:  

FAROUQ SESSAH MENSAH 

SUBJECT: 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 1 

1. Use 2B Pencil, Press firmly.       your first mark completely. 

 2. Answer each question by choosing one   4. If only four alternative answers are given 

     letter and then, shade through the letter       for each question, ignore the letter E. 

     chosen like this  A    B    C    D     E   5. Your question paper may have fewer 

3.  If you want to change an answer, erase      than 60 questions. 
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Answer all questions.  

 

Each question is followed by four options lettered A to D.  Find the correct option for each question and shade in 

pencil on your answer sheet the answer space which bears the same letter as the option you have chosen.  Give 

only one answer to each question. An example if given below  

 

From the list of words lettered A to D, choose the on which is closest in meaning to the underlined word in the 

sentence.  

 

Christiano Ronaldo of real Madrid deserves the award. 

A. accepts  

B. merits 

C. secures  

D. describes 

 

The correct answer is merits, which is lettered B and therefore answer space B would be shaded.  

         A                     B                       C                    D 

 

Be sure you understand the instructions at the beginning of each section before you try to answer any of the 

questions that follow them.  

Do not spend too much time on a question. If you find a question difficult, leave it and go on and try it again 

later. 

Use pencil throughout. If you wish to change an answer, erase your first answer completely and shade the 

appropriate space for the new answer.  

Do all rough work on this question paper.  

Now answer the following questions.  
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SECTION A 

LEXIS AND STRUCTURE 

From the alternatives lettered A to D, choose the one 

which most suitably completes each sentence. 

1. ………..., my parents will attend my wedding 

ceremony. 

A. Angrily  

B. Bravely 

C. Definitely 

D. Intelligently 

 

2. All late comers but Jethro………sent home. 

A. can 

B. has been 

C. was 

D. were 

 

3. Kwame and Delali………………….. attended 

the party before the incident. 

A. had 

B. has 

C. have 

D. have been 

 

4. When the newly admitted students were being 

introduced, the seniors……….….a lot of noise. 

A. admitted 

B. made 

C. make 

D. shouted  

 

5. …………their poor performance in office, 

Ghanaians still voted for the ruling party. 

A. But for 

B. In spite of  

C. Instead of 

D. Just for 

 

6. The bank Amanda ………for is bankrupt. 

A. apply 

B. borrowed 

C. work 

D. works 

7. You arrived at the wedding late …? 

A. didn’t she 

B. isn’t it 

C. didn’t it 

D. wasn’t she 

 

8. We agreed not to attend that church any more, 

…? 

A. didn’t we 

B. did we 

C. don’t we 

D. do we 

 

9. The headmaster asked me if I ………..going 

home. 

A. am 

B. have been 

C. was 

D. were 

 

10. But for the timely intervention of the fire service, 

most of the houses………destroyed. 

A. will be 

B. would be  

C. would have 

D. would have been 

 

11. Is this your……………shoe you spoke about? 

A. brown expensive leather  

B. brown leather expensive 

C. expensive brown leather 

D. leather expensive brown 

 

12. Most of the supporters enjoyed………….at the 

ceremony. 

A. myself 

B. ourselves 

C. themselfs 

D. themselves 

 

13. Mrs. Akpaloo went and………Dr. Grant. 

A. see  

B. seen 

C. seeing 

D. saw 
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14. He acts………………in public.  

A. greedily 

B. keenly 

C. loudly 

D. suspiciously 

 

15. We thought she………..inform us on time.  

A. can 

B. could 

C. has 

D. may  

 

SECTION B 

 

Choose from the alternatives lettered A to D, the one 

which is nearest in meaning to the underlined word 

in each sentence 

 

16. The crowd was momentarily dazzled by the 

lightning.  

A. briefly 

B. controllably 

C. permanently 

D. profusely 

 

17. We need to cut back the work force of the 

company. 

A. beat  

B. downsize 

C. expand 

D. proclaim 

 

18. Some of the girls had the effrontery to question 

the headmaster.  

A. ability 

B. alertness 

C. audacity 

D. determination 

 

19. The new headmaster was unable to figure out 

how to tackle the problems. 

A. accept 

B. deduce 

C. engage 

D. form 

 

20. The ridiculing was so intense that he angrily left 

the stage. 

A. clapping 

B. jeering 

C. praise singing 

D. query 

 

SECTION C 

 

In each of the following sentences, a group of words 

has been underlined.  Choose from the alternatives 

lettered A to D, the one that best explains the 

underlined group of words. 

 

21. Some of my friends were driven wild after this 

term’s classification.  This means they were.....  

A. very excited 

B. very wild 

C. were caned by the head 

D. worried with their new class 

 

22. These armed robbers were gunned down by the 

police patrol team.  This means the robbers were 

………. 

A. killed deliberately  

B. brutalize  

C. kept away  

D. caught unexpectedly 

 

23. Having been at loggerheads for more than a year, 

the two men decided to bury the hatchet.  This 

means they……….. 

A. decided to bury their friendship together  

B. decided to make peace 

C. ended up in a cemetery 

D. finally found their match 

 

24. My uncle had a bone to pick with us for failing 

to greet him.  This means…….. 

A. he accepted our apology  

B. he got very angry with us 

C. we greeted him with a bone 

D. we picked the bone together 
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25. It is unacceptable to run her down the way you 

did.  This means it is not good……. 

A. to gossip about her  

B. to pull her down 

C. to run with her down a hill 

D. to speak badly about 

 

SECTION D 

 

From the list of words lettered A to D, choose the one 

that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the 

underlined word in each sentence. 

 

26. At the recent interview with the journalist, I was 

amazed at his composure.  

A. Agility 

B. Confidence 

C. Nervousness 

D. smartness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27. The wailing intensified as the body of the late 

Komla Dumor was lowered into the grave. 

A. continued  

B. increased 

C. receded  

D. went on 

 

28. It has been alleged that she bribed the eminent 

judges. 

A. declared 

B. denied 

C. said 

D. suggested 

 

29. His distinguished career should be 

acknowledged by all. 

A. appreciated 

B. begotten 

C. confessed 

D. disregarded 

 

30. Ben Dotse Malor is passionate about his new 

role in John Mahama’s government. 

A. confused  

B. ignorant 

C. inadequate 

D. unenthusiastic 

 

END OF PAPER  
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